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BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 10/10/77 
WORK STOPPAGES - P. 2 


percent of all days idle. Four major walkouts continued into September. In August 1976, 
eight large stoppages accounted for 5] percent of the workers involved and 47 percent 


of the idleness. 


Stoppages beginning in August 





An estimated 458 stoppages began in August, 151 fewer than in July. 

About 155,000 workers participated in new stoppages in August, compared with the 
289,000 workers reported in July. This is the lowest worker involvement for August 
Since 1970. 

With the exception of 1974, the 3,953 strikes which started during the first 


8 months of 1977 were the largest number since 1970. The 1.6 million workers who 


engaged in stoppages during the first 8 months of the year were below the 1.8 million 


average for the last i0 years. 





Week of October 10, 1977 


LABOR TURNOVER IN MANUFACTURING: AUGUST 1977 


WASHINGTON -- Layoffs and quits were unchanged, while new hires declined from July 


to August, according to preliminary estimates reported by the U.S. Department of Labor's 


Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The rate of total accessions, which includes new hires, recalls, and transfers 
from other establishments within the same company, declined form 3.9 percent 
to 3.7 percent in August, seasonally adjusted. 

The new hire rate declined from 2.8 percent in July to 2.7 percent in August, 
seasonally adjusted. The new hire rate, however, was 0.4 percentage point above the 
rate for August 1976. 

The quit rate, which partially reflects workers’ 
remained unchange n July ¢ 1.8 percent, 


percentage point 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 10/10/77 
DISCRIMINATION - P. 2 


The Labor Department's investigation, however, indicates that the job did not require 
prolonged periods of sitting or standing which might aggravate his condition. The 
individual is now employed as a technical illustrator with another company and 
seeks back pay for his nine-month period of unemployment. 

An employee of the Hercules plant in Hercules, Calif., filed a complaint in 
February 1975 after he was fired for health reasons. The company considered the man 
to be “physically unsuitable” because of a disease he has causing periodic formation 
of growths which may require surgical removal. 


A Labor Department investigation found that employee was qualified to perform his 


assigned tasks and that he had been working for the company sucessfully for over one 


year before being terminated. 

In May 1974 the employee was accepted for a new position in the company. Prior 
to beginning the job he was hospitalized for removal of a growth. On his return three 
months later he was fired. The Hercules company claimed they they were unaware of the 
nature of the employee's disease, and if they had known about it they would not have 
hired him. 

Section 503 of the Rehabilitation Act is enforced by the department's Employment 
Standards Administration, Office of Federal Contract Compliance Proara In both 


cases, complaints were filed and investigations made by the San Francisco office of 


OFCCP. 








Week of October 10, 1977 


WORK STOPPAGES: AUGUST 1977 





WASHINGTON -- Idleness attributable to work stoppages in August was 0.23 percent 
of estimated working time (2.3 working days idle per thousand), according to preliminary 
estimates of the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. This rate was 
the same as the July rate and slightly below the 0.26 percent recorded in August 1976. 

The number of stoppages and workers involved declined from July to August, but days 
of idleness increased. This increase was largely attributable to three mining stoppages-- 
bituminous coal, iron ore, and copper--which were in effect all of August and were 
responsible for one-third of the 4.4 million days away from the job. 

Idleness for the first 8 months of 1977, at 0.17 percent, declined for the third 


consecutive year. 


Total Stoppages in August: 





An estimated 904 stoppages were in effect in August, 128 fewer than in July and 
Slightly less than in August 1976. 

Some 405,000 workers were involved in these strikes, compared with the 483,000 and 
410,000 workers participating in labor disputes the preceding month and in August 
1976, respectively. 

Days of idleness in August increased by 0.5 million from July, but were sliahtly 
lower than in August a year ago. There were more days idle in August than in any 
other month this year. 

The nuwber of workers involved in strikes in August was smaller than in July, 


averaging 448 and 468 per strike, respectively. 


The average duration of strikes (as measured by days of idleness per worker involved) 


rose from 8.0 days in July to 10.8 in August, but was slighlty shorter than a year ago. 
Ten large strikes (involving 5,000 workers or more) were in effect in August. These 
disputes accounted for 40 percent of all workers invo!ved in strikes this month and 45 


(More ) 











Week of October 10, 1977 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The first state law establishing Labor Day as a holiday was passed in Oregon in 


1887; similar legislation was enacted in Colorado and New York later that year, according 


to “Labor Firsts in America," published by the U.S. Department of Labor. 


The first federal law designating Labor Day as a national Holiday was passed in 
1894, according to “Labor Firsts in America," issued by the U.S. Department of Labor. 


The first political revolt by workers in the American colonies occurred in 


Jamestown, Va., in 1619, when Polish workers were denied equal voting rights, according 


to “Labor Firsts in Americ issued by the U.S. Department of Labor. 
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